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Robert M. Greene, Esq., Heads Catholic Health Board of Directors  
New officers, board members named during annual meeting 

   
Robert M. Greene, Esq., retired partner of Phillips Lytle LLP, has been named Chairman of Catholic Health’s 
Board of Directors. Other officers named during the health system’s Annual Board Meeting on May 24 
include: Vice Chair - Peggy M. Choong, PhD, Associate Dean & Professor of Marketing, Niagara University; 
Secretary - Sheldon K. Smith, Esq., Partner, Harter Secrest & Emery LLP; and Treasurer – Robert J. Travis, 
CPA, Co-founder and Partner, Chiampou Travis Besaw & Kershner LLP. 
 

Specializing in health law and not-for-profit corporate law, Greene joined Phillips Lytle in 1971 and served 
as Managing Partner and Chief Executive Officer from 1981 to 1995. He continued to serve as CEO until 
2003. During his tenure, the firm grew from two offices with 95 professionals to 230 professionals in five 
offices across New York State. 
 

A well-respected attorney and active community leader, Greene has served on numerous religious, 
educational and cultural boards, including many as chairman. He joined Catholic Health’s Board of Directors 
in 2015 and has served as Board Chair for Sisters Hospital Foundation and the Catholic Health Continuing 
Care Foundation. In addition to his local community service, he is active in Global Health Volunteers, an 
organization dedicated to improving healthcare in Third World countries. His volunteer work has included 
participating in a number of medical missions and raising funds to build an orphanage in Haiti.   
 

During the Annual Meeting, Mark A. Sullivan, President & CEO of Catholic Health, acknowledged outgoing 
Board Chair, William K. Buscaglia, Jr., for his leadership and dedicated service. Along with its new slate of 
officers, Catholic Health also welcomed the following new board members who will serve three-year terms: 
 

 Maureen Athoe, CPA, President, Moog Space & Defense Group 

 Carol Heckman, Esq., Partner, Lippes Mathias Wexler Friedman LLP 

 Maureen Hurley, Esq., Retired EVP/Chief Administrative Officer, Rich Products 

 Paul Tokasz, Administrative Vice President of Government Relations, M&T Bank 

 Lawrence Whistler, CFA, President & Chief Investment Officer, Nottingham Advisors 
 

#   #   # 
 

About Catholic Health 
From delivering more babies than any other provider in the region; to offering the area’s widest network of 
comprehensive cardiac, stroke, and orthopedic services; to providing a broad range of services for aging seniors; 
Catholic Health cares for hundreds of thousands of Western New Yorkers at dozens of locations throughout Erie and 
Niagara counties. Its healthcare network includes Kenmore Mercy Hospital, Mercy Hospital of Buffalo, Mount St. 
Mary’s Hospital, and Sisters of Charity Hospital and its St. Joseph Campus; along with a complete continuum of Home 
& Community Based Care services, including skilled nursing and subacute rehab facilities, home care agencies, and 
diagnostic and treatment centers. For more information, visit www.chsbuffalo.org. 
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