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A Blessing and Dedication Ceremony was held for the Mercy Hospital Dialysis Access Center (DAC) on November 20. Cutting the ribbon for this new service
were, from left, Jeff Park, PA; Lori Miller, RN; Dawn Ruttimann, RN; Tonya Zotara; Jade Johnson; Lynn Cichon; Monica Kulik; George Blessios, MD, medical
director of DAC; Tonya Bosch, RN, nurse manager, DAC, GI & Mercy Procedure Unit; Robert Hawks, construction projects manager; Leslie Drosendahl, RN;
John Herman, COO; Cindy Brown; Kathleen Guarino, RN, MS, NP, vice president, Nursing/ CNO; Richard Ruh, MD, senior vice president, Catholic Health
Service Line Administration; Rev. Ted Rog; and CJ. Urlaub, president & CEO of Mercy Hospital.
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Blessing and Dedication Ceremony Held for
Mercy Hospital's New Dialysis Access Center

It is estimated that over 1,300 people
locally require dialysis treatment

for kidney failure - a number that
continues to increase by about 12%
annually. In response to the growing
need for vascular access services,
Mercy Hospital has opened a Dialysis
Access Center (DAC) to provide com-
prehensive care for dialysis patients
in one convenient location.

An estimated $2.1 million construc-
tion project, the DAC features three
new procedure rooms, recovery area,
renovated clinical space, administra-
tive offices and a patient waiting area
on the hospital’s 4" floor, Main wing.

The DAC is focused on helping
patients manage their care and keep
their vascular access sites in good
condition for uninterrupted dialysis
treatments. The center is staffed by

a team of surgical interventional-
ists, physician assistants, registered
nurses, and special procedure and
ultrasound technicians. Together, this
team of renal specialists employs the
latest evaluation tools, treatments
and surgical interventions to help pa-
tients maintain their vascular access.

“Our Center is a ‘one-stop’ destina-
tion where dialysis patients can
conveniently receive all the care
they need for maintaining optimal
vascular access in one visit,” said
Dr. George Blessios, a general and
transplant surgeon who is medical
director of the DAC at Mercy Hos-
pital. “With one-day scheduling, we
can help the patients return to their
home dialysis unit more quickly.”

For more information, please call the
DAC at 819-9750.



Sweet Merey!
Beople In The News

WKBW-TV News Anchor Joanna Pasceri interviewed
cardiologist Irfan Khan, MD about an investigational
heart attack alert device that may have saved the
life of former patient Vince Totaro. The patient was
implanted with the device as part of a national study.

Mercy Hospital welcomes
Steve Nolte, RRT, as the
clinical coordinator for
the Respiratory Care and
Sleep Departments. In
this role, Steve is respon-
sible for the daily clini-
\ cal operations of both

3 \\ . departments. Steve was
Steve Nolte previously employed at

Womens and Childrens

Hospital, and holds degrees in both Respira-
tory Therapy and Finance. He can be reached at

828-3421, or email at snolte@chsbuffalo.org.

Vicky Loretto, RN, BSN,

has joined the Mercy Hos-
pital team as manager of
Hospital Relations. In her

new position, Vicky acts

as a liaison between the
hospital and the patients ;
and their families to facili- :
tate communication and o
enhance the patient experi- Vicky Loretto
ence. She is also addressing

any questions or concerns patients or their
loved ones may have. She can be reached at

828-2044, or email at vloretto@chsbuffalo.org.

Kulwant Bhangoo, MD,
Chief of Plastic Surgery
at Mercy Hospital,
recently had an article
published in the Indian
Journal of Plastic Sur-
gery on Aesthetic Rhi-
noplasty. In October, Dr.
Bhangoo was a guest on
the Spotlight on Health
radio program on 96.1
Joy-FM to discuss cos-
metic surgery.
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Radio Host Thomas
McNulty, left, and
Dr. Kulwant Bhangoo

Mercy Hospital joins with AHA to celebrate new
law to screen newborns for heart defects

Mercy Hospital joined with the
American Heart Association (AHA)
on January 27 to celebrate the effec-
tive date of a new state law requiring
birthing facilities to screen newborns
for congenital heart defects through
pulse-oximetry testing, also known
as “pulse-ox.” Congenital heart de-
fects are the leading cause of infant
death due to birth defects, according
to national research.

The pulse-ox test consists of sensors
placed on a baby’s hand and foot to
check blood oxygen levels. If their
levels are too low, additional tests
may be conducted that aid in detect-
ing critical heart defects that might
otherwise go undetected.

’ = % ¥ __\
Dr. Timothy Gabryel, VB, Medical Affairs,
at right, leads off a brief ceremony during
the event with speakers Jason Jankowiak,
VB Cardiovascular Service Line; Aimee
Gomlak, VB, Catholic Health Women'’s Ser-
vice Line, and Dr. Thomas Riley, Neonatol-
ogist looking on; Also providing remarks
were AHA volunteers, Suzy McCarthy,
who advocated for the law, and Merredith
Levin, mother of 5-year-old Charlie who is
a congenital heart disease survivor.

Heart surgery program receives top quality rating

The Catholic Health Heart Center at
Mercy Hospital has been awarded a
three-star national quality rating
by the Society of Thoracic Sur-
geons (STS) for the period cover-
ing July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.
Approximately 13.4% of the 1,070
participating hospitals across the
country received a “three-star” rat-
ing - the highest award under the
STS quality rating system for heart
bypass surgery, also called coronary
artery bypass graft surgery (CABG).

“The STS rating is national validation
that our doctors and program rank
among the very best in the country,”
said Jason Jankowiak, VP of Catholic
Health Cardiovascular Services. “This
achievement reflects our dedication
to exceeding national standards for
quality and safety for our patients.”

Since voluntarily joining the STS pro-
gram in 2008, the Heart Center has
been awarded a top three-star rating
in 7 out of 10 reporting cycles.

Two students awarded medical staff scholarships

Dr. Carlos Santos, right, presents a check to scholarship winners (left photo) Cari Ko-
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erner, daughter of Thomas Koerner of Respiratory Care Services and Matthew Rebmann,

son of Susan Rebmann, RN, of the 7 West Unit.

In 2012, the Mercy Hospital Medical
Staff established a college scholar-
ship program for children of Mercy
associates using funds made avail-
able through physician dues.

“The purpose of this program is to
provide some assistance and facili-
tate the ability of our hospital staff
members and their dependents to
follow their dreams,” said Dr. Carlos
Santos, an OB/GYN physician who

previously served on the Medical Ex-
ecutive Committee and led the efforts
to set up the scholarship fund.

This year, the program awarded two
$1,000 scholarships to Matthew
Rebmann, son of Susan Rebmann,
RN and Cari Koerner, daughter of
Thomas Koerner of Respiratory
Care. Academic achievement, com-
munity service, and leadership were
among the criteria considered.



Mercy Hospital designated a Comprehensive
Stroke Center by The Joint Commission

In photo above, staff, physician and nursing leaders from key services related to stroke
care were recognized for their efforts in the successful Joint Commission Survey.

Mercy Hospital has become the first
hospital in Western New York and
second in the state to be named a
Comprehensive Stroke Center by
The Joint Commission, the nation’s
leading accrediting body for hospi-
tals and health providers.

“We know when a stroke strikes,
time is brain; and getting to the
nearest designated stroke center
can save lives and prevent perma-
nent disability,” said Dr. Lee Guter-
man, medical director of Stroke
Services for Catholic Health. “Now,
as a Comprehensive Stroke Center,
our patients and their families can
rest assured that the stroke services
available at Mercy Hospital are the
best in the region and among the

best in the country”

Comprehensive Stroke Center Ac-
creditation recognizes hospitals that
have state-of-the-art facilities and
highly trained physicians and staff
to treat the most critically ill stroke
patients. Mercy Hospital under-
went a rigorous two-day survey in
November with Joint Commission
experts looking at all aspects of
stroke care from advanced imaging
services, to 24 /7 availability of spe-
cialized treatments, to staff qualifi-
cations and competencies.

“I would like to congratulate our
staff and physicians for this out-
standing achievement,” said Mercy
President & CEO C.J. Urlaub.

OB-GYN center opens in Springville

To better serve the healthcare needs
of women throughout southern Erie
County, Catholic Health recently
opened an obstetrical and gyneco-
logical center, Springville OB-GYN,
at 27 Franklin Street in Springville.

The center is staffed by Mercy Hospi-
tal OB-GYN physicians, Dr. Nicholas
Cromwell and Dr. Jane Kraft, and a
full obstetrical team, including social
workers and nutritionists. For more
information, call (716) 592-7400.

Cardiovascular Symposium educates physicians
on latest developments in heart care

The 5% Annual Catholic
Health Cardiovascular
Symposium featured
educational presentations

by the area’s leaders in l

cardiovascular care. Held
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at the Millennium Hotel on
September 28, the con- ‘
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tinuing medic.?ll education piceyred above, from left, are: Dr. Joseph Gelormini,
program provided updates medical director of the Cardiovascular Service Line;

on all the latest develop-
ments and treatment

Dr. Salvatore Calandra, director of Interventional
Cardiology; Dr. John Bell-Thomson, chairman of

. . the Cardiothoracic Surgery Department; and Dr.
methods in cardiovascular  genry Meltser, an interventional cardiologist, who

care services.

participated in a panel discussion at the symposium.

Mercy Excels in 2014
HealthGrades Ratings

Cardiac surgery program
ranked among top 5% in nation

Mercy Hospital received high
marks for healthcare quality 100 BEST
from the latest report by Health- |sPECIALTY CARE
grades, the nation’s leading on- SRRy
line resource to help consumers

search, compare and connect
with physicians and hospitals.

AMERICAS

healthgrades

According to the study released in October-
American Hospital Quality Outcomes 2014:
Healthgrades’ Report to the Nation - Mercy
Hospital of Buffalo was named one of Amer-
ica’s 100 Best Hospitals for Cardiac Sur-
gery™ and Prostate Surgery™.

In addition, the hospital was awarded top
Five-Star quality ratings in Coronary Bypass
Surgery (4 years in a row); Hip Fracture Treat-
ment (3 years in a row); Spinal Fusion Surgery
(4 years in a row); Esophageal/Stomach Sur-
geries; Gallbladder Surgery (2 years in a row);
Appendectomy (4 years in row); Gynecologic
Surgery (3 years in a row); and Prostatectomy
(3 years in a row).

For its analysis, Healthgrades independently
evaluated approximately 40 million Medicare
patient records from nearly 4,500 hospitals na-
tionwide. Using a star rating system, the report
identifies hospitals with better than expected
(five stars), as expected (three stars), or worse
than expected (one star) performance in a
number of high volume procedures. According
to HealthGrades research, patients treated at

a five-star hospital for a particular procedure
have a lower risk of dying or developing a com-
plication than if they were treated at a one-star
rated hospital for the same procedure.

Pictured above: Staff gather in the hospital rotunda as
Jason Jankowiak, at left, kicks off a week-long celebra-
tion in October to thank and recognize Heart Center
staff for their outstanding quality care ratings.



Enhancing the
Patient Experience

Language of Caring program
designed to improve service

Continuing on our “Journey from Good to Great,”
we are very excited to announce the The
Language of Caring program as our next step
towards our goal of exceptional patient care.

Selected associates, managers, and physi-
cians were trained as facilitators last fall, and
have been leading 2-hour Language of Car-
ing Jumpstart sessions that began in January.
Mandatory for all Mercy associates, these
sessions will be conducted at the hospital and
offsite locations through the end of February:.
Staff can enroll via NetLearning. All attendees
of the Jumpstart sessions through Feb. 28 will
be entered in a drawing to win an iPad mini. A
special thank you goes out to all of the Mercy
40+ facilitators that have dedicated their time,
skills, and talents to this important initiative.

This program is designed to give staff the skills
and tools to consistently provide exceptional
experiences to patients, families, and to each
other. Starting in March 2014, the first of 10
(30-minute) modules will be presented by
each department manager or designee in their
respective department/unit. They include:

1. Introducing The Language of Caring (March 2014)
2. Heart-Head-Heart (April - May 2014)

3. The Practice of Presence

4. Acknowledging Feelings

5. Showing Caring Nonverbally

6. Explaining Positive Intent

7. The Blameless Apology

8. The Gift of Appreciation

9. Say it again with HEART

10. The Language of Caring: From Good to GREAT

Pictured above: Participating in a training session for
the Language of Caring program were, from left: Keri
Hendrix, PACU; Dr. Thomas Raab, chairman, Dept. of
Medicine; Barb Lawrence, RN, Patient Care Services;
Peggy Blenski, Care Management.; Elizabeth Gavin,
RN, 6 East; and LuAnn McCoy, Care Management.

“Angels of Mercy” Recognized in the ICU

“Angels of Mercy
soothed our souls,
was the headline of
a touching editorial
published in The
Buffalo News in
November. Joni
Canastraro, a West
Seneca resident,
wrote about the
compassionate care

that her late husband, Y r

Lou, received while
a patient at Mercy
Hospital.

The ICU staff were pre.
the presentation were (l.-r.), Lisa LaCongo, director, Quality &
Patient Safety; Jarrod A. Atkinson RN, BSN, nurse manager ICU;
Jeanine Davis, RN; Jonathan Bieniek, RN; Colette Lopez, RN;

i

sented a framed copy of the editorial. At

p JoAnn Morales; Kim Fronckowiak, RN, Kris Spiegel, RN, Tracy
She wrote, “I felt the Murphy, RN, Tara Hatrick, RN, Mercy Hospital President & CEO

love of God within
Mercy Hospital’s
walls in a powerfully
personal way and [ know Lou did

She also refers to “one precious ICU
nurse who stayed hours after her
shift had ended to ensure Lou was
as comfortable as possible. Like so
many others, she exemplifies what
Mercy Hospital is all about.”

That “precious nurse” turned out to

C.J. Urlaub; Robin Guerin, ITA; Afnan Mohamed, RN; Jen Carson,
ITA; and Mary Rose Graham, BSN, director, Emergency Services.

be Afnan Mohamed, RN. Canastraro
talked about many other “Angels of
Mercy” too, such as her “outstanding
doctors, radiologic technicians,
administrators and aides that far
surpassed expectations.”

Hospital Administration recently
presented a framed copy of the
editorial to the ICU staff for display in
their unit.

Creating a Culture of Safety for Patients & Staff

In an effort to gain valuable feedback
regarding patient and staff safety, all
associates were invited to participate
in a Culture of Safety Survey last fall,
which was administered by the Qual-
ity and Patient Safety Department.

All associates who completed the
survey were entered into a drawing
for a free iPad mini. The winner at
Mercy Hospital was Amanda Solem-
Deinzer, RN (6 East Unit). Creating a
culture of safety throughout Catholic
Health remains a top priority.

Amanda Solem-Deinzer, center, was
presented the iPad by Deb Mazur, left, and
Lisa LaCongo of Patient Quality & Safety.

This Baby Truly Did Receive “VIP” Service!

T Baby girl
] (‘ y Nora Lenihan
' ' made a quick
= entrance into
\‘ : this world on
Her dad
dropped
g mom, Kerry
o Lenihan, off
in front of
the hospital

while he went to park the car. He felt
confident doing so since they had

C.J. Urlaub with Nora

November 19.

just left their OB-GYN office and the
doctor estimated that they had a few
hours before delivery.

However, Kerry felt she couldn’t wait
and started making her way into the
hospital. That's when she met Mercy
Hospital President & CEO C.J.
Urlaub in the lobby. With no time to
waste, he whisked her by wheelchair
to the Labor and Delivery Unit.

Just 12 minutes later, 6 1b., 15 oz.
Nora was born. We think we can de-
scribe this story as true VIP service!



Nearly 700 associates learn more about Mercy

Our Passport to Mercy Fair
was a great success attracting
nearly 700 associates at the
hospital fair and the six Mercy
offsite events held on October
29 and 30.

Special thanks go out to the
Passport to Mercy Planning
Committee, Mercy Associate
Council, associates and vol-
unteers who decorated and
manned the various stations;
the Executive Administration
team for supporting the event;
the Food and Nutrition staff for
their tremendous catering service;
and the Environmental Services team
for set up and clean up.

Congratulations to the winners of the
Passport to Mercy Drawing:

$500 Southwest Gift Card-

Joan Ruof, Pharmacy Dept.
Salvatore’s Dinner Package-

Debra Peterson, Pre-surgical Test-
ing at W. Seneca Medical Park
Staycation package (donated by

the Mercy Hospital Foundation)-
Paul Dickman, Volunteer

From left, Krista Martinez, RN; and Kim Vetter, RN;
talk to Jeanne O’Hara at the Passport Fair.

Two Sabres Tickets (donated by
Dr. Timothy Gabryel)- Christina
Juliano, Finance

After tallying the votes, the Best
Decorated Station on our “Haunted
Travels Around the World” theme
was China which was decorated

and staffed by volunteers from the
Mercy Associate Council and its Well-
ness Committee team. The Fair has
become a popular forum for associ-
ates to learn more about the latest
developments and services offered at
Catholic Health and the hospital.

Peggy Jetter of Imaging Services, and Tony
Dougher of Environmental Services lead
recycling efforts at the hospital.

The Mercy Associate Council meets
monthly with a goal to make Mercy
an outstanding place to work.

The Go Green Committee par-
ticipated in America Recycles Day in
November with Modern Recycling
setting up an information display.
The Wellness Committee held a
Great American Smokeout event on
November 21. Twenty associates
pledged not to smoke that day and
were treated to “cold turkey” sand-
wiches. Dorothea Carden (ER) won
a Thanksgiving turkey in a raffle.

Weight loss rewarded in Smallest Winner contest

The Mercy Associate Council Well-
ness Committee hosted a fall Small-
est Winner Contest for associates.
Thirty-five staff members entered
the 9-week challenge that culmi-
nated with an awards ceremony on
November 22. First place winners,
each receiving $200 in cash and a
$200 Dicks Store Gift Card, were
Chris Bieniek and Judy Lorenzetti;
Second place went to Erika Oliver
and Joe Kross who were each given a
$100 cash prize and $100 gift card.

Winners of the Fall 2013 Smallest Win-
ner Contest were, from left, Erika Oliver,
Joe Kross, Chris Bieniek, and Judy Loren-
zetti. Contestants recorded a total weight
loss of 107.4 pounds.

Service
Spotllght

Caring for the community at
OLV Family Care Center

The OLV Family Care Center, a Catholic
Health primary care center affiliated with
Mercy Hospital, is our latest Service Spotlight.

Located at 227 Ridge Road in Lackawanna, the
center made headlines in 2013 for achieving
the designation of a “Patient-Centered Medi-
cal Home” Recognized Practice for Quality Care
through the National Committee for Quality
Assurance (NCQA).

In addition to primary care services for adults
and children (6 years of age and over), the Cen-
ter serves as a VA Outpatient Clinic providing
primary care and behavioral health services for
veterans. The handicapped-accessible facility
also features a full service Laboratory Draw
Station and free parking. For more information,
call (716) 822-5944

Pictured above are OLV staff, from left, Mary Nellist,
patient rep; Margaret Luther; office assistant; Joanne
Farrell, RN; Raymond Cedri, RN; Jennifer Flanagan, of-

fice manager; Lisa Laks, RN; Dr. James Matthews; and
Danielle Bonafede, patient rep.

Celebrating 5 & 10 Years

A special luncheon to recognize Mercy associates
celebrating 5 and 10 years of service was held at

the hospital in November. Honorees were presented
service pins. Pictured above, from left, Mercy Hospital
President & CEO C.J. Urlaub congratulates Robert
Buczynski of Environmental Services; Tarah Carr of
Dietary; and Patricia Owczarzak of Lab Services.



Staff give generously to warm

many hearts for the holidays
submitted by Mary Pat Barth, VB, Mission Integration

Mercy Hospital and its offsite locations cel-
ebrated its first “Mission, Mercy Week” in
conjunction with Mercy Day on September 24.
Week-long festivities included a special Mass
and luncheon for the Sisters of Mercy, free cof-
fee cake and tea distribution to all associates,
and a Mass and Commissioning Ceremony for
new Mission Committee members.

The Mission Committee held their November
Coat Sale for associates and raised $290 for the
Helping Hands Fund. The Holiday Basket Raffle
& Bake Sale, chaired by Anne McGillicuddy
and Kim Williams and supported by thirty
Mercy departments and offsites, raised an
amazing $5,000 to benefit the City Mission and
the Helping Hands Fund. Chaplain Sr. Donna
Lord made the “Labyrinth” available to associ-
ates for two days in November. The Labyrinth
is a tool for walking one’s spiritual journey. The
Adopt-a-Family program, another Mission ef-
fort, benefited 45 families at Christmas through
the generous donations of our staff and physi-
cians. Special thanks to our Catholic Health
elves who shopped for others in need!

Pictured in top photo, are: Wendy Jaworski, left, and
Ruth Fiorello working at the Coat Sale; Pictured
above at the Adopt-a-Family Mass are: (L-r.) Camille
Buckley; Anne McGillicuddy; Sandy Rammacher; Eric
Greene; Theresa Zaifert, Robin Prystawski, Mary Pat
Barth, and Kathleen “Cookie” Such.
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Pictured at the Mercy Day luncheon for the Sisters of Mercy held at the hospital on

September 24 were: (front row, L-r.) S.M. Caritas Quinn; S.M. Celeste O’Bryan; S. Mariella
Enright; S. Mary Gormley; (back row, L-r.) Mercy COO John Herman; S. Rita Curry, S.
Consolacion Briones, S.M. Alberta VanRemmen, S. Rosemary Petrie; S. Thomas Marie
Murphy, S. M. Eugenia Vastola, S. Nancy Hoff, S. Peggy Gorman; Bart Rodrigues, senior
vice president, chief mission officer; and Mercy Hospital President & CEO C.J. Urlaub.

submitted by Eileen Needham, social worker, MCCC

Eileen Needham, a social worker

at the Mercy Comprehensive Care
Center (MCCC), witnessed the magic
of the season as donations poured in
from associates to make Christmas
brighter for needy families.

Eileen wrote, “There were no words
spoken as he tried on the jacket. He
had arrived at MCCC with two sweat-
ers; one was pale pink to protect him
from the elements. He smiled when he
put on the warm, black jacket from
Brigid’s Closet. It was a perfect fit for
a five-year-old little boy from Nepal...
No words were spoken, but his family
smiled and bowed when the coat fit
perfectly. Sometimes, actions speak
louder than words.”

Eileen described another experience,
“The mother held on to her baby tight.
The baby was swaddled like a burrito
and well loved. A tear formed in the
mother’s eyes as she reached for the
new Christmas gifts given to her at the
MCCC. The mom knew the staff well.
They were the folks that knew her

Did you know that our hospital
chaplains need to be nationally board
certified with a mandatory 50 hours
of continuing education annually?
Plus, certified chaplains must have

a master’s degree in Theology or a
Master’s of Divinity.

Many associates learned these facts
and others by taking the “Chaplain
Challenge” quiz for a chance to win
a Wegmans gift card. The quiz was
part of National Spiritual Care Week
festivities in October.

These presents were all wrapped up and
ready to go to a family in need at the
MCCC donated by Finance staff, from left,
Kathie Neely, Nadine Anderson, Carolyn
Lipowski, Joann Flanagan, Jennifer Pepe,
and Nancy Cervi (kneeling).

during her difficult pregnancy, helped
her through post partum depression
and were there again at Christmas.”

Ten families identified through the
MCCC benefited from the Adopt-
a-Family program coordinated by
Mercy’s Mission Committee.

prize to Mary Hudson, RN, with 5 East
Nurse Manager Karen Kochanski, center.



Runners put their best foot forward for Scrub Run

Over 130 runners
and walkers put their
best foot forward to
raise $33,245 at the
1stAnnual Scrub Run
on September 7. The

South Buffalo 5Kand 1 & _ W

Mile Walk, which was
based at The Lodge
on Cazenovia Street,
raised funds for the
patients and resi-
dents served at Mercy

Hospital and Catholic ~ More than 130 runners take off at the start of the Scrub Run.

Health’s Continuing &
Home Care ministries.

Michael Moore, 33, of Hamburg
finished first in18:37 and 13-year-
old Grace Brach of East Aurora was
the first female finisher with a time
of 22:53.

WIVB-TV News 4’s George Richert
served as the celebrity emcee for the
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event, which was featured on WNLO-
TV Channel 23 News and on News 4
Weekend Wake UP.

Special thanks to this year’s spon-
sors, participants, volunteers, event
committee members, Foundation
Board leaders, Buffalo Special Events
Department and Buffalo Police Traf-
fic Control Division for helping to
make the Scrub Run a success.

William G. McGowan Charitable Fund awards
$47,000 grant for MCCC community outreach

The Mercy Hospital Foundation
recently received a grant award in
the amount of $47,000 from the Wil-
liam G. McGowan Charitable Fund to
support the Empowering Buffalo: One
Neighborhood at a Time program.
The initiative partners Catholic
Health’s Mission on the Move mobile
wellness clinics with the Mercy Com-
prehensive Care Center (MCCC) to
address physical, mental and spiritu-
al barriers to quality of life in at-risk
neighborhoods served by the MCCC.

Mission on the Move and the MCCC
will use the generous grant to bolster
community outreach events with ed-
ucation and health screenings during
2014. Additionally, funds will benefit
the Reach Out and Read program at
the MCCC that provides new books to
pediatric patients during checkups.

The Mercy Hospital Foundation
wishes to thank the William G.
McGowan Charitable Fund for their
partnership and generosity.

Golf For Charleen event donates $10,000
towards purchase of stroke rehab equipment

The Grzybowski family recently pre-
sented the Mercy Hospital Founda-
tion with a $10,000 check from the
5% Annual Golf For Charleen event.
The family established the tourney
in Charleen’s memory, and each year
has donated its proceeds to Mercy.

This year’s gift, the largest ever from
the Grzybowski family, will enable
Mercy’s Stroke Team and Medical
Rehab Unit (MRU) to purchase a
much needed Dynavision care unit.
This device is utilized during reha-
bilitation sessions with patients to
strengthen their visual-perceptual
deficits following a stroke.

The Grzybowski family gathers in front of
the Dynavision device to present the check.
Pictured are: (l.-r.) Kevin Gibson, director
of Rehab Services; Jessica Grzybowski; Bri-
an Grzybowski (holding his son Sammy);
Christina (Grzybowski) Smith; Jake Grzy-
bowski; Christopher Grzybowski; and
Kathy Swenson, Foundation Exec. Director.

Mercy Foundation
at Work

Arecord 250 guests attend
5" Annual Autumn Ball

A record 250 guests gathered to support Mercy
Hospital during the 5® Annual Autumn Ball
held on November 8 at the Orchard Park Coun-
try Club. The event was chaired by Dr. John
Bell-Thomson, chair of Cardiothoracic Surgery,
and Mrs. Julie Bell-Thomson. Proceeds from
the 2013 Autumn Ball will fund critical projects
at the hospital, including the completion of the
Margaret L. Wendt Family Center and reno-
vations to the nurses’ stations in the Stroke
Center, Ambulatory Surgery, Medical Rehab
and Intensive Care Units.

This year’s Autumn Ball raised $109,200 (net
$80,027.47). The Foundation would like to
thank the many sponsors and supporters who
contributed to this outstanding event.

Pictured above: Chairpersons Dr. John Bell-Thomson
and his wife, Julie Bell-Thomson, provide remarks with
Foundation Executive Director Kathy Swenson and
Channel 4 Anchor Diana Fairbanks looking on.

New Waiting Room Underway
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Construction is underway for the new Margaret L.
Wendt Foundation Family Center, which is designed
to serve as the surgical waiting area. The first phase,
which involves remodeling of the former Admis-

sions area on the 3™ floor and construction of a new
addition on the roof of the 2" floor, is expected to be
completed in April. The project’s second phase, which
involves renovation of the existing surgical waiting
area and restrooms, as well as adjoining this area
with the new addition is slated for completion in June.
This $500,000 renovation project is funded 100% by
the Foundation through generous grant awards, spe-
cial event revenue, individual donations and strong
support from the Mercy Medical Staff.



Save The Dates
and Annual

SCRUB | § RUW

SK RACE

SATURDAY,

SEPTEMBER 13, 2014
Registration / Check-in
Starts at 8:00 am
5K Run begins at 9:30 am
Post-Run Refreshments
&

Awards Ceremony immediately following
2014 Chairs
Father-Daughter runners:

Dr. John Brach & Miss Grace Brach

SOUTH BUFALO’S
CAZENOVIA PARK CASINO

Cazenovia, Street,
Buffalo, New York 14220

6th Annual
Autumn Ball

‘ A Harvest of Hope for
Mercy Hospital’
FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER Y7, 2014

Chair’s Reception at 6:00 pm
Cocktails and Gourmet Dinner
Presentations & Entertainment followed
by Coffee and Dessert
Additional event details TBD

((\‘L"mnlir Hm;-lih ital of Buffal Non Profit Org.
e ospiial of Bu a US Postage
) - - PAID
565 Abbott Road, Buttalo, NY
Permit No. 2

Buffalo, New York 14220

Meet Our Residents: Dr. David Gorovoy

FE T ~p,

Mercy Hospital is an
. active educational site
for the State University
of New York at Buffalo/
Catholic Health Inter-
R nal Medicine Training
Program. This Meet Our
Residents column is designed to raise
awareness of this program. In this issue,
we would like to introduce Dr. David
Gorovoy.

A native of Monroe, NY, Dr. Gorovoy
earned his medical degree from the
University of Buffalo School of Medicine
and is a graduate of Rutgers University in New Jersey. He will complete his
Internal Medicine training in June of 2014.

Dr. David Gorovoy in the CCU

Currently, Dr. Gorovoy has plans to continue his medical residency in Radiology.
In the future, he hopes to practice medicine closer to home and his family.

In his limited spare time, he enjoys “working out, bowling and golfing.”





